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Preamble 

 

Tetra Pak does not purchase any raw material directly from forests. For the manufacturing of 
beverage cartons we purchase solely a specialty paperboard quality called liquid packaging 
board (LPB). LPBs are among the highest-demanding qualities in papermaking, as they need to 
deliver very high stiffness while being lightweight, have excellent printability and be food-
contact approved. Only few paperboard producers are able to match those demands, and we 
strive to maintain long-term business relations with all those producers which can also meet all 
our performance criteria, including the environmental performance. 

 

Paper fibres can not solely provide for all the requirements related to packaging, transporting 
and consuming liquid and viscous foods. However paper fibres are a renewable resource that 
can to a large extent substitute for fossil and finite materials. The design and production of 
beverage cartons by Tetra Pak aims to maximise the utilisation of renewable materials. 
Currently approximately 73% in average of a Tetra Pak beverage carton is made from 
renewable materials.  

 

By using wood fibres as our prime raw material we minimise the need for utilising fossil, 
carbon based materials which lead to a permanent increase in the greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere. We also aim to ensure that biodiversity, ecosystem functions and High 
Conservation Values (see definition in Annex 1) are maintained, and that social benefits are 
created from responsible forest management practices.    
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Policy Statement 

 

Our first goal is that all the wood fibre in our paperboard shall come from forests independently 
certified as managed in accordance with the principles of sustainable forest management (see 
definition in Box 1). Our second goal is to demonstrate full traceability from the forest all the 
way to the packaging material we produce at our sites globally, which can only be achieved 
through independent certification of the total Chain of Custody (COC).  

 

 

Box 1: Sustainable forest management 

Sustainable forest management is difficult to define at an operational level because forests vary 
enormously in social, economical and environmental characteristics around the world. 
However, principles for sustainable forest management have been described or prescribed in a 
number of different initiatives, and should form the basis of any standard for responsible forest 
management. The three key areas of attention are: 

• Economic viability including the maintenance of a sustained yield of timber and non-timber 
products and services. 

• Social responsibility including respect for human rights as well as the rights of workers, 
indigenous peoples and local communities. 

• Environmental sustainability including maintaining the ecological functions of the forests, 
maintaining High Conservation Value forests and conserving biodiversity. 

 

 

The Role Of Forests In Climate Change 

 

Climate change is one of the greatest concerns of our times, and forests have a significant role 
to play in that matter. The huge importance of forests in storing carbon – almost 50% of 
terrestrial carbon is in forests – as well as in regulating climate functions such as rainfall 
patterns is now widely recognised. So are the huge problems forest destruction and loss can 
cause; forest loss is responsible for about 17% of global CO2 emissions. With this Forestry 
Guideline we aim to ensure that our paperboard comes from forests which are under permanent 
forest cover so that any carbon released from harvesting is re-absorbed by re-growth thus 
maintaining the carbon cycle. To achieve this we require third-party verification that our LPB 
suppliers do not use wood from any form of deforestation which breaks this natural cycle.  
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Path To Sustainability 

 

In order to achieve our goals we focus on two key aspects: 

• Forest management: our LPB suppliers continuously increase the amount of wood fibres 
sourced from well-managed forests, certified to a Tetra Pak preferred forest certification 
scheme (see definition in Box 2). 

• Traceability:  an independent and certified system to trace wood fibre back to the forest of 
origin and exclude all unacceptable sources must be implemented from the forest to the 
production of beverage cartons.   

 

Tetra Pak understands that this can be challenging in practice and therefore stipulates initial 
requirements to exclude illegal and other unacceptable sources of wood fibre, and then requires 
a process of continuous improvement towards full and credible certification of forest 
management and traceability.  

 

We expect our LPB suppliers to continuously evolve along this path to sustainability, focusing 
on those two key aspects. Guidance Notes for our LPB Suppliers regarding the Path to 
Sustainability can be found in Annex 1. 

 

Tetra Pak will implement the traceability aspect in its own operations, and ensure the chain of 
custody is unbroken from the moment certified LPB is delivered at our factories by our 
suppliers and all the way to the moment we deliver packaging materials to our customers. 

 

Tetra Pak’s commitment to full COC implementation (as part of a Sector Voluntary 
Commitment) can be found in Annex 2. 

 

 

 

Certification 

 

• Forest management: Tetra Pak’s currently preferred forest management certification 
scheme is the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). We are continuously monitoring the 
breadth and credibility of alternative forest certification schemes and there ability to 
match our requirements (see Box 2). We will review our preference accordingly. 
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• Traceability:  We are continuously assessing the capacity of COC standards from all 
forest certification schemes to ensure that illegal and unacceptable sources are kept 
away from our supply. For instance some schemes are capable of ensuring legality but 
do not prevent conversion of natural forests. The latest assessment which we have 
commissioned can be found in Annex 3. Currently Tetra Pak’s only preferred COC 
certification scheme is also the FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) which is the only one 
able to confirm the exclusion of all types of sources we consider being unacceptable. 
The COC assessment results will guide the audits that will be carried out for suppliers 
that do not provide us with the proper claims from the preferred certification schemes. 
We will regularly update our COC assessments as the schemes change, and welcome 
other schemes to step up their criteria and provide additional guarantees that prevent 
unacceptable, controversial sources, from being mixed with sources certified for forest 
management.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background 

 

Tetra Pak’s first forest statement was issued in 2001, and already set the ultimate goal of 
sourcing fibres from sustainably managed sources. In 2004 the statement was updated and the 

Box 2: Tetra Pak preferred forest certification scheme 
A Tetra Pak preferred forest certification scheme must fulfil the following criteria: 
• Ensures a balance between economic, social and environmental dimensions of forest 

management 
• Meets the Tetra Pak requirements of sustainable forest management 
• Includes mechanisms for identifying and managing High Conservation Value areas 
• Ensures participation of all major interested and affected stakeholders in the process of 

defining broadly accepted standards for forest management and traceability (COC) 
• Requires certification by an independent body in compliance with applicable ISO 

guidance or equivalent; the certification process must include stakeholder consultation.  
• Requires public availability of forest management audit reports  
• Requires accreditation by an independent body in compliance with applicable ISO 

guidance or equivalent.  
• Is supported by major international NGO’s 
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concept of a “double staircase” was created to provide a blueprint for achieving progress in 
both areas of traceability and forest management. By the end of 2008 we were able to report 
achieving 81% FSC COC certified traceability, and 33% of the forest management being done 
according to our preferred forest certification scheme, while only 5% of the world’s 
commercial forests were certified to FSC. In 2007 we made a public and voluntary 
commitment to expand the COC certification from our suppliers to include our own operations, 
globally, by 2018. At the same time we also committed that by 2015 we would only purchase 
LPB from suppliers that had third-party certified chain-of-custodies. In light of these 
accomplishments and new commitments, this new Forestry Guideline is being issued.     
 
 

Stakeholder dialogue and public reporting 

 

Tetra Pak will work with relevant stakeholders to further develop the forestry guideline. An 
annual report, which describes the progress in implementing the goals outlined in this 
guideline, is published and made available to all interested stakeholders. 

Tetra Pak is actively participating in the following stakeholder initiatives connected to forest 
management and certification: 
• FSC International (for more information see www.fsc.org) through membership and 

representation in the Board of Directors between 2007 and 2012. 
• HCVRN (for more information see www.hcvnetwork.org) through active participation in 

the steering group, and funding through our cooperation with WWF. 
• WWF Global Forest & Trade Network (for more information see gftn.panda.org) through 

membership.   
 
 

Forestry Guideline implementation 

 

Tetra Pak will ensure that this guideline and its commitments will become a cornerstone of 
Tetra Pak’s LPB sourcing strategy, and are given appropriate education and training to allow its 
full implementation.  

 

Corporate Governance 

 

This Forestry Guideline is an element of Tetra Pak’s Corporate Governance. For more 
information, see Annex 4.  
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Annex 1. Guidance notes 
 
 

Evaluation and auditing of suppliers and Liquid Packaging Board (LPB) supply 

 

It is extremely important for Tetra Pak that our LPB suppliers are making continuous progress 
towards our goals. Tetra Pak is committed to implementing this guideline through the Supplier 
Evaluation Programme, which monitors all suppliers annually, and increasingly rewards them 
for supplying products which contribute to progress towards our goals.  

 

Tetra Pak will evaluate and rate the suppliers based on the volumes they deliver under  
Categories 1 to 5 according to Table 1 in this Annex (category 1 gives the highest score). 

 

Suppliers that fall into categories 1 and 2 are considered to be risk-free and will not be audited 
or visited by Tetra Pak  (or third-parties on behalf of Tetra Pak) since the certification scheme 
already oversees all our requirements. Tetra Pak will use a third party to carry out visits to 
suppliers that fall into categories 3 and 4 to check their responses to our questionnaires and to 
evaluate risks connected to the suppliers’ sourcing. Suppliers in category 5 shall have a one 
year grace period to move away from that category into a higher category.   

 

Categories 1-3 above are based on our current certification assessments (see Forestry 
Guideline) and can be revised in case we review our preference for forest management 
certification schemes and chain-of-custody certification schemes.  
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Table 1 

Category Number Definition Requirement 

1 Volumes delivered as FSC 
Chain-of-Custody certified 

LPB invoices received by Tetra Pak 
from suppliers must carry an 

appropriate claim according to FSC 
standards 

2 Volumes delivered as FSC 
Controlled Wood certified 

LPB invoices received by Tetra Pak 
from suppliers must carry an 

appropriate claim according to FSC 
standards 

3 Volumes delivered from a COC 
certified mill without carrying an 

FSC claim, where the mill’s 
sourcing has been audited for 
compliance with Tetra Pak’s 
minimum requirements by a 

third party 

The supplier must agree with Tetra 
Pak’s third-party verification 

procedure to ensure that fibre supplied 
does not come from unacceptable 

sources 

4 Volumes delivered from a mill 
not possessing a COC 

certificate, where the mill’s 
sourcing has been audited for 
compliance with Tetra Pak’s 
minimum requirements by a 

third party 

The supplier must agree with Tetra 
Pak’s third-party verification 

procedure to ensure that fibre supplied 
does not come from unacceptable 

sources 

5 Volumes delivered from a mill 
not possessing a COC certificate 
where no verification visit has 

yet taken place 

The supplier must provide Tetra Pak 
with a statement that all our minimum 

requirements for avoidance of 
unacceptable sources are met., or in 

progress to be met. 

. 

. 
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Unacceptable sources 

Tetra Pak does not accept wood, chips or wood fibre from the following sources being included 
in the production of LPB: 

 
• Wood that has been illegally harvested. Wood is considered legal when: 

a. The wood was harvested by an organisation, which had legal rights to do so. 
b. There is no evidence of serious sustained non-compliance with national laws in forest 

operations, including forestry, environmental, labour, health and safety and tenure and 
use rights regulations. 

c. There is no evidence of non-payment of taxes and other legally prescribed fees. 
d.   There is no credible evidence of corrupt practices. 
 

• Wood from sources that are being actively converted from natural forest to other land use, 
unless the conversion is justified on grounds of net social and environmental gain. 

 
• Wood from genetically modified trees. 
 
• Wood from areas where there is a clear demonstration of violation of traditional, customary 

or civil rights, or of serious extant disputes with indigenous peoples or other social 
stakeholders, involving confrontation or violence. 

 
• Wood from protected areas and High Conservation Value areas unless these have been 

verified as being certified or in progress to certification against (one of) the preferred 
certification scheme(s).  

 

Tetra Pak recognises that one of the most significant challenges suppliers face in meeting the 
Forestry Guideline requirements will be to demonstrate that they are safeguarding High 
Conservation Values. Tetra Pak fully supports multi-stakeholder efforts to develop information 
sources and tools that will help suppliers identify these areas on their own forestlands and in 
their procurement of wood raw materials from third-parties (e.g. the High Conservation Value 
Resource Network - HCVRN). Tetra Pak expects its suppliers to take full advantage of these 
resources as part of their responsible forest management efforts, and to actively support and 
participate in HCV multi-stakeholder efforts.  

 

Tetra Pak has chosen to work with the High Conservation Value concept, but acknowledges 
that a number of approaches are available, and may accept other methods of demonstrating 
compliance, provided that they are third party verified and based on independent inventories or 
mapping processes to identify forests of high conservation value. 
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1  
 
 

High Conservation Values 
High Conservation Value areas are critical areas in a landscape which need to be 
appropriately managed in order to maintain or enhance High Conservation Values. 
There are six main types of HCV areas, based on the definition originally developed by 
the Forest Stewardship Council for certification of forest ecosystems, but now 
increasingly expanded to apply to assessments of other ecosystems: 
• HCV1. Areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant concentrations 

of biodiversity values (e.g. endemism, endangered species, refugia). 
• HCV2. Globally, regionally or nationally significant large landscape-level areas 

where viable populations of most if not all naturally occurring species exist in 
natural patterns of distribution and abundance.  

• HCV3. Areas that are in or contain rare, threatened or endangered ecosystems.  
• HCV4. Areas that provide basic ecosystem services in critical situations (e.g. 

watershed protection, erosion control).  
• HCV5. Areas fundamental to meeting basic needs of local communities (e.g. 

subsistence, health).  
• HCV6. Areas critical to local communities’ traditional cultural identity (areas of 

cultural, ecological, economic or religious significance identified in cooperation 
with such local communities).  
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Annex 2 

 

 

 

 

Environmental Agreement in the Form of an Industry Self-
Commitment concerning Thirdy-Party Verified Traceability Systems 
for Wood Fibres in Liquid Packaging Board used for the Manufacture 
of Beverage Cartons 
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